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fessions of a CIPS Designee

by Terry
Watson,
CIPS,
CRS,
CRE, GRI,
AERM.
ABR, GRI,
e-PRO,
SRES

I con-
stanthy
meetl pec-
ple who
tell me
they
o get their Certified In-
‘ropery Specalist (CIFS)
They believe thar they
ticing international neal
h reminds me of my
wepticns regarding the
5,
| little flock, [ explain. 1
bt the CIPS
in early 1998, [ thought
wiould love to take these
[ am not yvet selling
I real estate. 1 am not fly-
1, Fiji, Asia or the Middle
 clients:
Iy, no one told the
ociation of REALTORS® 1

Natson

am ceraln that somecne at CAR
killed a whole forest trying to get my
attention. | was mailed, fiyver after
fiver. | was faxed, flyver after flyer.
Everywhere | looked, | saw CIPS
literature. When | called CAR and
was briefly put on hold, the voice-
mall talked about the CIPS one-week
institute. Obviously, this was a sign
from the universe. 1 called Heidi
Henning, at the Internatdonal section
of MAR. [ told her that [ would love
to take the CIPS courses, but [ was
nd practicing International Real
Estate, Heidi explained that
unbeknownst to most agents, they
are already practicing international
real estate!

Heidi asked me g senes of
questions and the rose-colored glass-
&3 fell From my face, [ had practiced
International real estate for vears!
When most people think internation-
al, they think abroad. | certainly did.
What people don't realize is the
meassive inbovund inveament, (45
hellion dodlars im0 199090, o the 118,
While the value of other currencies
can change like the weather in
Chicago, the 1.5, is predictably
stahle.

Internatlonal clients fock here 10
find relief. Because of unsiable

governments, exchange rates,
inflation and unfavorable @xation,
the U5, has become and is, the
worlds bank, In 1999, one out of
every three rransactions in Miami
was international, According o the
CIPS textbaok, in the U5, the top
Crateway Ciies are home 1o mone
than rwo-thirds of foreign arrivals
which include: Metropaolitan Los
Angeles, New York, San Francisco,
Miami, Chicago, and Washingion
LC

Immigrants o the TS, constitne
250,000 rew household formations
cach year. 50 what i3 an international
transaciion? The Nattonal Assoctalion
of REALTORS® International
Operations Division defines an
international transaction as one
where any component of the deal,

(buyer, seller, source of f
not of U5, origin. This ir
recent immigrants and al
generation Americans in
the individual continues
a community whene the |
culiure and norms are pr
non=LL5, origing. 1 think -
agree, it is hard not w pr
international real estate,
Since taking my CIPS «
become pant of an intern
Family, T have met with b
loreign governments, 1 a
secondd inguage, T am o
lexcking for a mbti-millic
trophy building in Chica
buyer, Every day the wor
semaller, Can you affoed ¢
practice international rea

Board Approves New Call Cen

The Board of Directors approved the new Goals and Objectiy
2001 at its January meeting. One of the key components is a
Center, to be operational this month. The CAR Call Center wi
three-to-four full time service representatives who will answe
membership questions. We will be interested in your feedbac
new Call Center. We believe it will provide improved service

our members.




